If a person's eardrum is broken, he will not hear
well. And germs may pass through a broken ear-
drum into the middle ear.
Beyond the eardrum is a chain of three small
bones. These bones make the sound louder and
pass it on to the inner ear. From there, the sound is
carried by nerves to the brain. Until it has reached
the brain, you do not hear the sound.
If you blow your nose hard, germs from the
nose may back up and get into the middle ear by
that path.
Find the outer ear, the eardrum, and the inner
ear in the drawing on page 130. Study the picture.
This will help you to know how to take care of
your ears.
Show how germs may get from the outside into
the middle part of the ear, if the eardrum is
broken.
Another pathway leads from the nose and throat
into the middle ear. Show how germs may get
from the nose and throat to the middle ear.
Think of all the ways by which you can prevent
ear trouble. Do your own thinking before you
share your thinking in class.
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